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Legal Guidance
Somety of 1c13]1y
opens clnic

By TONY CLARKE
Lethbndge Herald

Self-representation in court is not
always a result of choice but rather
necessity.

According to Alberta Minister of
Justice Ron Stevens, the issue we are
dealing with in justice is access to It.

“People have a very high need for
dispute resolution and many times
you need a lawyerto do that,” said
Stevens. “The system is such that
lawyers are generally expensive and
it is difficult for many people to
afford.”

Stevens was in Lethbridge Friday
for the grand opening of the
Lethbridge Legal Guidance Society, a
clinic providing free legat advice,
information and education to
Albertans not able to afford a lawyer.

Stevens said the clinic is an ‘
incredible community initiative .
offering legal assistance for people
who wouldn't have it. _

“One of the major issues we have
in our courts is the increase of people

representing themselves. This type of

clinic will provide a lawyer or some
legal advice that will assist them in
representing themselves in court.”
The Lethbridge Legal Guidance .
. Society is made up oflocal lawyers,

volunteering their time to meet with

 clients. Lawyers provide advice only
 and do not represént clients in. court.

pubhc in Februa.ry and to: date

The clinic opened its doorstothe =

lawyers have met with approximately
90 clients — a number exceeding
their expectations.

“We always knew that there was a
need out there and I think the need is
being met,” said executive director
Shelley Price.

“What happens is people fa]l ‘
between the gaps and they never do -
getto the court system and what we -

-are doing is making sure people don't s
. fallbetweenthe gaps.” *, -
*  Before peoplé ¢an take advantage .

i of the free advice; Pnce said chents

‘have to:meet certain guidelines. . -
| Ttis:based on their income anid the .
g number of people in the household

Minister of Jusfice Ron Stevens took part in Friday's apening ceremonies for a new pro-bono legal clinic at 423 5 St. S.

They then go through an intake and
their eligibility is later determined.
Price noted lawyers meet with
clients at clinics during.the evening
because they are volunteers and that

" is the only time-around their work
_schedules,

Even though lawyers are
volunteering and their advice is free,
they ¢an still be held liable, acoordmg

‘to Doug Hudson, vice-chair of .

Lethbridge Legal Guidance Somety
' He said a5 a result, the Law Society
prcmdes insurance 1awyers havefor -

- the prowsmn of advme ata pro-bono

' feel they can afford legal services..
"', - access to lawyers entails, they just .

j ‘ _'T.hey don’t come and ask. This:give:
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insurance coverage and that widens

~ the scope of lawyers who are able to
participate at this chmc,” said
Hudson.

Even in a booming economy,
Hudson said there are still those who
can't afford legal advice.

- Headded the working poor, uniess
their problems are enormous, don't

“Sometimes they don't knowwhat

‘need advice arid they are afraid, so-

_;,them\an opportunity to-come it and
.- getsome-advice w1thout fear of
getung a bl]l LA :




